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DETAILED ACTION 
Miscellaneous 

Please note: the examiner of record has changed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-3, 5, 8-9, 12-14, 16, 19-20, 23-25, 27, 30-31, 41-44, 46-48, 50 are 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Finseth et al., hereafter 
Finseth (US 6,754,906). 

Regarding claim 1 (Currently Amended), Finseth teaches a system, comprising: 
a first unit configured to generate an interactive three-dimensional (3-D) electronic 
programming guide (EPG), the 3-D EPG including a presentation of a virtual world 
having programming information and a layout (Fig. 8A shows the 3-D EPG having 
programming information and a layout); and a database including a plurality of 3-D EPG 
worlds, each 3-D EPG world including a virtual world layout that provides the layout of 
the presented virtual world (Fig. 2, 48 shows the program guide database of the 
program guide system 46; col. 5, line 60 - col. 6, line 21 discloses the formatting of the 
EPG information of the electronic program system; col. 7, lines 9-45 discloses the parts 
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of the electronic program guide system that provides the category classification of the 
channel objects, which examiner interprets as equivalent to an EPG world); wherein the 
first unit is further configured to: receive, from a user, at least one user preference 
assigning a 3-D EPG world of the plurality of 3-D EPG worlds to one or more channels 
of the 3-D EPG, receive a selection of a channel of the one or more channels of the 3-D 
EPG, and in response to receiving the selection of the channel, modify the layout of the 
presented virtual world based on the virtual world layout of the 3-D EPG world assigned 
by the at least one user preference (col. 12, lines 40-52 discloses the EPG is based on 
the user's preferences; Fig. 10, 138 and col. 21, lines 10-15 discloses the user's ability 
to select preferences for the 3D world; col. 19, lines 5-35 discloses the selection of a 
channel, via the user link 122, having program title 94 that causes a response of a 
modified layout having the additional information displayed, including the display and 
tuning of the channel of transmission having the program title 94). 

Regarding claim 2, Finseth teaches the system of Claim 1 wherein the system 
comprises at least one of a set- top box, a television, and a VCR (Fig. 1 shows the 
receiver station, which is shown in greater detail in Fig. 3 having a set top box 64, 
television 66 and recording device 68 used for storing the EPG as disclosed in the 
abstract). 

Regarding claim 3, Finseth teaches the system of Claim 1 wherein the system 
includes a plurality of drivers, one of the drivers communicating with a separate unit to 
replenish programming information (col. 6, line 40 - col. 7, line 2; col. 8, lines 21-44 
discloses the replenishment of programming information). 
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Regarding claim 5, Finseth teaches the system of Claim 1 wherein the database 
further includes at least one of a program event, program schedule time, program 
channel identification, and program title (col. 5, lines 39-59). 

Regarding claim 8 (Currently Amended), Finseth teaches the system according 
to Claim 1 wherein the at least one user preference assigns the 3-D EPG world to two 
or more channels of the 3-D EPG (Fig. 8A shows the assigned 3D worlds having two or 
more channels in 98A, B, E & F; Fig. 10 shows 138 shows the user preferences button, 
which allows the user to select the channels in the worlds according to col. 20, line 57 - 
col. 21, line 15). 

Regarding claim 9, Finseth teaches the system of Claim 1 wherein the virtual 
world layout of the 3-D EPG world is a matrix of rectangular boxes (Fig. 8A shows the 
matrix of rectangular boxes). 

Regarding claim 13, Finseth teaches the method of Claim 12 wherein the 
database further includes a plurality of objects associated with current programming 
events (col. 6, line 40 - col. 7, line 8). 

Regarding claim 41, Finseth teaches the system of Claim 1 wherein the layout 
of the presented virtual world is comprised of environmental portions that do not include 
programming information (Fig. 8A, 96). 

Regarding claim 42, Finseth teaches the system of claim 1 wherein the plurality 
of 3-D EPG worlds includes a first world, having a first layout, and a second world, 
having a second layout that is different from the first layout (Fig. 8A shows the various 
layouts having different sizes, shapes, and arrangements within each 98A-F). 
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Regarding claim 43, Finseth teaches the system of Claim 1 wherein the 
database further includes localized interactive content, and the first unit is further 
configured to generate the 3-D EPG based on the localized interactive content (col. 5, 
lines 39-59 discloses the schedule of the EPG shown in Fig. 8A includes local content). 

Regarding claim 44, Finseth teaches the system of claim 43 further including a 
user interface configured to allow a user to interact with the localized interactive content 
(col. 10, lines 10-24). 

Regarding claim 45 (Currently Amended), Finseth teaches the system of claim 
43 wherein the database is configured to store the localized interactive content in real- 
time (col. 7, lines 46-62). 

Regarding claim 46 (Currently Amended), Finseth teaches the system of claim 
1 wherein the database further includes electronic commerce objects, and the first unit 
is further configured to generate the 3-D EPG based on the electronic commerce 
objects (Fig. 9, 130; col. 20, lines 18-33). 

Regarding claim 50, Finseth teaches the system of claim 1 , wherein the 
selection of the channel is received in response to an interaction with the 3-D EPG (Fig. 
8A; col. 12, lines 10-25). 

Method and computer readable media claims 12, 14, 16, 19-20, 23-25, 27, 30- 
31, 47-48 are rejected for the same reasons as stated above in the corresponding 
claim. 



Application/Control Number: 09/854,339 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2425 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 35, 38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Finseth et al., hereafter Finseth (US 6,754,906) in view of Knee et al., 
hereafter Knee (US 2002/0095676). 

Regarding claim 35 (Currently Amended), Finseth teaches all the claim 
limitations as stated above, but is silent on one or more of the plurality of EPG worlds 
cater to particular age categories of viewers . 

However, Knee teaches one or more of the plurality of EPG worlds cater to 
particular age categories of viewers (Fig. 2 shows the categories that consider the age 
of viewers; [0007] discloses the use of an age category to take action in the program 
guide). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time the invention was made to use, to modify the 3-D EPG world of Finseth to use an 
age category to cater to specific viewers, in order to increase profitability of service 
providers with greater effectiveness of advertising, by providing intelligent information, 
based on the ages of the viewers, to show advertising that is most likely to cause future 
purchases. 
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Method claim 38 is rejected for the same reasons as stated above in the 
corresponding claim. 

Claims 37, 40, 51 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Finseth et al., hereafter Finseth (US 6,754,906) in view of Martino et al., 
hereafter Martino (US 6,662,177). 

Regarding claim 37 (Currently Amended), Finseth teaches all the claim 
limitations as stated above, but is silent on the first unit is further configured to: receive 
an assignment of a second 3-D EPG world to one or more other channels of the 3-D 
EPG from a programmer ; and in response to receiving a second selection of a second 
channel of the one or more other channels, modify the layout of the presented virtual 
world based on the virtual world layout of the second 3-D EPG world . 

However, Martino teaches the first unit is further configured to: receive an 
assignment of a second 3-D EPG world to one or more other channels of the 3-D EPG 
from a programmer (col. 3, line 52 — col. 4, line 5 discloses the programmer, the user, 
assigning a second EPG world to a channel of the 3D EPG shown in Figs. 4-9) : and in 
response to receiving a second selection of a second channel of the one or more other 
channels, modify the layout of the presented virtual world based on the virtual world 
layout of the second 3-D EPG world (col. 3, line 52 — col. 4, line 5 discloses the resulting 
world is filtered based on the channel selection; col. 15, lines 23-35 explicitly states that 
if 5 channels are routinely selected from more than 100, then those 5 should be 
displayed prominently). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time the invention was made to use, to modify the first unit of Finseth to receive an 
assignment of a world based on channel selection, which modifies the layout of the 
world, in order to provide the user with an easy-to-use, convenient and aesthetically 
pleasing user interface that minimizes the time required to find desirable programming 
of interest. 

Regarding claim 51 (Currently Amended), Finseth teaches all the claim 
limitations as stated above, but is silent on the first unit is further configured to: prior to 
receiving the at least one user preference, display information representing one or more 
candidate 3-D EPG worlds to a user, the 3-D EPG world being one of the candidate 3-D 
EPG worlds, wherein the candidate 3-D EPG worlds are candidates for assigning to one 
or more particular channels of the 3-D EPG, and wherein receiving the at least one user 
preference includes receive receiving information that represents a selection of the 3-D 
EPG world from the one or more candidate 3-D EPG worlds by the user. 

However, Martino teaches the first unit is further configured to: prior to receiving 
the at least one user preference, display information representing one or more 
candidate 3-D EPG worlds to a user, the 3-D EPG world being one of the candidate 3-D 
EPG worlds, wherein the candidate 3-D EPG worlds are candidates for assigning to one 
or more particular channels of the 3-D EPG, and wherein receiving the at least one user 
preference includes receive receiving information that represents a selection of the 3-D 
EPG world from the one or more candidate 3-D EPG worlds by the user (Fig. 7 shows 
multiple worlds having both implicit and explicit profiles; col. 3, line 52 — col. 4, line 5 
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discloses the resulting world is filtered based on the channel selection; col. 15, lines 23- 
35 explicitly states that if 5 channels are routinely selected from more than 100, then 
those 5 should be displayed prominently). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time the invention was made to use, to modify Finseth to display multiple candidate 
worlds, which allow for user selections that include user preferences, in order to provide 
the user with an easy-to-use, convenient and aesthetically pleasing user interface that 
minimizes the time required to find desirable programming of interest. 

Method claim 40 is rejected for the same reasons as stated above in the 
corresponding claim. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

1. Hoarty US 5,485,197 

2. Matthews, III et al. US 5,724,492 

3. Williams et al. US 5,977,964 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JONATHAN LEWIS whose telephone number is 
(571)270-3233. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Fri 7:30 AM - 5:00 
PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian Pendleton can be reached on (571) 272-7527. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Brian T Pendleton/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2425 



